
 

ARANA CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB INC 
 
 
 
 AUGUST, 1991 
 VOL. 5  ISSUE 7 
 

 
EDITORIAL 
On Wednesday night, October 2nd at 7.30 p.m. a 
Special General Meeting of members will be 
called to discuss and vote on two very important 
matters. Because both items on the agenda 
directly affect every member of the club, the 
entire night has been set aside for this meeting 
so that members will have ample time for 
discussion and raising questions. 

 
The first item on the agenda is whether our club sh ould 
affiliate with the Queensland Bridge Association. I t is because 
most members appear to be in favour of this move th at the 
meeting is called. In June, 1989 in the Trump-It Vo l. 3 Issue 4, 
my Editorial covered most that there is to say abou t 
affiliation. As we have many new members, we will e nsure that 
all receive a copy of this Editorial and leave furt her 
discussion on this topic until the meeting. The age nda will 
outline the financial cost to each member if affili ation is 
approved. 
 
The second item on the agenda is whether our club s hould be 
looking to own its own premises. President, Bob Pea rce submitted 
an up-to-date report from the Building Sub-Committe e. 
 
The Management Committee has looked at both items o n the agenda 
very closely and have made recommendations in the f orm of 
motions. It must be made clear that the members' vo te is what 
decides the future of our club, not the motions tha t are 
submitted by the Management Committee. 
 
It should be pointed out that under Clause 23 (5) o f our 
Constitution that unless 1/5 of members present at the meeting 
call for a secret ballot or division, voting will b e done by a 
show of hands with a simple major deciding the issu e. Proxy 
votes will only be counted if a secret ballot or di vision is 
called for. 
 
We hope that all members will be able to attend thi s very  
important meeting. 
 
 Judy Valentine (Editor) 
 

****0**** 



 

 
McNEIL'S BOOK LAUNCH 
 
Pam and I flew to Sydney on the 17th August to be p resent at the 
launch of McNeil's first book (I do not believe it will be his 
last) "Match Your Bidding Against the Masters". The  book is a 
collection of the best of Bidding Forum highlightin g the 
"funniest" comments that came out of the hyperactiv e mind of 
McNeil. The cover of the book is so typical of my o ld mate. Who 
else could put their face on the joker card and loo k the part? I 
do not intend to do a book review as most members p urchased a 
copy and I dare say have read it from cover to cove r by now, 
however, I will make some comment. 
 
After working with McNeil for many years, I have wi tnessed and 
yes, I must admit enjoyed, the humour that flows fr om this man. 
There will be, of course, some bids made that you m ay not, for 
the moment, understand, however everyone enjoys a g ood laugh and 
the book has plenty of that. McNeil thrives on disa sters at the 
table, after all many of his most entertaining arti cles stem 
from this source. It is only friends, however, that  he skewers - 
the players that can take it square on the chin and  not be upset 
by his barbed remarks. He reminds me of a vulture. He sits 
patiently in the wings, waiting for someone to peri sh at the 
table, then he swoops in and starts tearing things apart. The 
result - another masterpiece from the McNeil pen. I  can think of 
a dozen books that could be produced - one that com es quickly to 
mind would be a collection of "The best of The Dail y  
Bulletins". I must write to the old "darling" and s uggest this 
for his third book. The second book is hopefully we ll under way 
by now. 
 
The book launch was a great success. Many friends p lus past and 
present Councillors of the Australian Bridge Associ ation were 
guests at the launch. Suzie and Ron Klinger arrange d hot nibbles 
to be served throughout the night. Pam and I had to  abstain due 
to the fact that we had visited an a la carte resta urant before 
the launch and had over indulged on Sydney rock oys ters and a 
most delicious main course - not to mention puddin' . 
 
Ron Klinger addressed the "McNeil fan club" - 
 
"Friends, bridge players and panellists 
Lend" me your Negative Doubles and Weak Two Bids * 
We do not come to toast McNeil but to roast him 
The evil that McNeil has done, lives on in this boo k 
The good bids and comments of the panellists are al ways deleted 
The mighty Alder has come here from New Yorker to r edress wrongs 
wrought by the dreaded McNeil 
Yon Alder has a lean and hungry look 
Let him now speak." 
 
* The pet hates of McNeil 



 

 
Philip Alder, one of England's champion bridge play ers, now 
living in New York officially launched the book. Mc Neil, in 
reply, was in full flight - threatening his friends  with 
exposure of their dirty deeds from the past in his second book - 
"You pay up, I shut up" was his comment - so charac teristic of 
my soul mate. Mind you I could smile as he has noth ing on me - 
yet. A great time was had by all and I know McNeil' s book will 
receive the accolades it deserves. 
 
Whilst on the subject of books - Ron Klinger's new book "Guide 
to Better Card Play" has been named "Book of the Ye ar" by the 
American Teacher's Association, an honour that, for  the first 
time ever, goes to a non-American - and deservedly so. 
Naturally, I have not had a chance to read the book  from cover 
to cover, but I have certainly had a good look at i t and have 
purchased a copy for my own bridge library. The boo k covers many 
aspects on declarer and defender techniques, all of  which is 
very sound advice. The book sells for $16.95 and I highly 
recommend that those of you who are now starting to  buy books 
for your own bridge library include Ron's latest pu blication – 
it is without doubt, a worth-while investment. 

**** 0 **** 

TRANSITI0N GROUP 
 
Starting from the first week in October, a transiti on group will 
be arranged. The purpose of having this transition area is to 
introduce those who have completed the beginner's c lasses into 
duplicate bridge games. This group will not he rest ricted to 
those who have finished either their first or secon d set of 
lessons, but will be open to any member of the club  who may feel 
it advantageous to receive help with their bidding or those who 
wish to play their game at a slower speed than is r equired in 
the main-stream club [i.e. 6½ minutes per board]. P rovided there 
is a minimum of 2½ tables, a movement will be arran ged and 
scores produced. The time allowed, will commence at  10 minutes 
per board and will be gradually reduced until all a re 
comfortably playing at the required 6½ minutes per board. 
Although it is intended to keep this group going, s upervision 
and help with the bidding will cease when classes b egin in 
March, 1992. If there are any members, presently pl aying in the 
main club, who would like to join this group, pleas e indicate 
your interest to Deborah Dwyer. 

**** 0 **** 

REMINDERS 
 
Tuesday, September 17th    -  Bidding Seminar 9.30 a.m. 
Wednesday, September 18th  -  Bidding Seminar 7.30 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 2nd     -  Special General Meeti ng 
Sunday, October 13th       -  Play Seminar 10 a.m. 
                                            1 p.m. 



 

Bundaberg 1991 
 
 
The last weekend in July and it’s Bundaberg Congress time again. Fifteen Aranaians have got 
the bug this year – Hazel Bitomsky, Debbie Dwyer, Pam Horton, Gay Hull, Jenny Lewis, 
Richard McLauchlan, Frances Orford, Ann & Bob Pearce, Jan Rae, Joyce Rosser, Ailsa & 
Philip Smith, Nora Towler and Betty Willson, not forgetting our incomparable Director Judy 
Valentine. 
 
This year’s trip up was relatively uneventful, broken only by comfort stop (for Mars Bars) in 
Maryborough. Jenny left the Slim Dusty cassettes home after Pam and Judy’s complaints last 
year. Funny though, they didn’t seem to like Nelson Eddy and Janette MacDonald either. Jan 
and Nora took the scenic 9 hour route via Beenleigh (no they weren’t lost), Sunshine Coast 
and Maryborough. It was back-to-Bundy for Gay, staying with her parents and partnering her 
sister Jo McKitrick. 
 
Friday night is the social game at the club. Bob and I play NS running a distant 11, of 14 
behind Jessica and Peter. I make a note to keep partner away from Mars bars (definitely not 
brain food) tomorrow. Joyce and Betty (EW) finish third. Jan and Nora had a little trouble 
getting home – 1 hour to Bargara Beach – are you sure you meant to come up via Beenleigh? 
 
Saturday morning and Judy feels like cooking. Amazing what you can do with mushrooms, 
bacon, eggs (2 for the cook) and anything else the creative mood determines. The rest of the 
morning sees some last minute refinements of the system. On the way to the first qualifying 
session, partner needs more brain food and chooses Mintees. The Mintees prove to be our 
secret weapon (with a little help from the opposition) and we top the session with 66%. Pam 
& Jenny and Jan & Nora turn in respectable 6th placings (1–4 go into the Championship, 5–8 
the Plate, 9+ the Consolation) with Joyce & Betty at =7, not a bad session for Arana. 
 
Home via Big Rooster and order 4 chooks (how many?) for tea. A couple of drinks (beer this 
year) are called for to stem the adrenalin flow. Ian stokes up the fire to warm the house up 
after the next session starting at 7.30. 
 
Last year, we doubled several contracts and learned that you don’t double lightly in this 
company. So far, we’ve been conservative in our doubles but on board 14 I hold ♥ A 10 9 8 
and they bid 6♥. I can resist no longer and double (they must be down). Dummy lays down 4 
rags in hearts, almost all the high cards in the deck, and declarer has the ♥ K Q J x x behind 
me. The slam should make, but she doesn’t notice Bob discard on the first trump lead. Down 
1 and a sigh of relief. 
 
The Mintees are wearing off and we have a more ordinary 5th, but manage to qualify for the 
Championship. Gay and Jo were our next best (6th), just missing the Plate, while Pam and 
Jenny just scrape in. Jan & Nora couldn’t match their afternoon result and join the other 
Aranaians (most just couldn’t get started) in the Consolation.  
 
Back to a nice warm house, a few more drinks (no Singapore slings this year, much to Pam’s 
dismay), post-mortems, songs, jokes and off to bed – it’s only 2 am! What light through 
yonder window breaks? At 5 am, I don’t care. Another 2 hours nap and it’s time to get up. 



 

Play starts at 9 am. Drinking beer and not wine has payed off, I’m reasonably alive. Most of 
the fancied pairs have made the final. Our clubmates are wishing us well in the 
Championship, but we’ll be happy to finish either on zero or better than Pam and Jenny last 
year. 
 
The first table pits us against Borchardt & Tiraboschi (the ultimate winners). We score + 1, 
not a bad start. A couple of ordinary scores later, we meet Dodd and Bagchi (eventual 
runners-up). I’m in 2♠, Bagchi misreads Dodd’s signal, donates 3 tricks and 2♠ (defeatable) 
makes 10 for +7 to us. Allen and Buch (3rd) bring us back to earth when 1 overtrick costs 
most of the 12 they took off us (any Mintees left Bob?). A small slam just before lunch was 
pleasant, but bidding it depended on the strength of the opposition. At east, I open l♥ / 1♠ 
and N (non-vul with ♠Jx ♥x ♦xx ♣AKQJxxxx) bids 3♣. I bid 3♦ / 4NT 5♣ (too late!) 5♥ / 
6♥. North at the tables either side of us bid 5♣ over west’s 1♠, cutting EW communication 
and leaving them in 5♥ making 13 (undefeatable). 
 
At lunch, we are -14 (=12th), Pam & Jenny are -9 (11), Gay is leading the Consolation with 
Ann & Frances, Joyce & Betty and Philip & Ailsa not far behind. First table after lunch is 
against Jessica & Peter. Peter passes. Non-vul, I hold ♠Kx ♥x ♦AQJxxxxx ♣xx (bit of a 
coincidence after the pre-empt just before lunch) and contemplate 1, 3 or 5♦. No I’ll pass and 
see what Bob does (nice theory); Jessica bids 3♥ 3♠ 4♥ 5♦(!) that stopped them! 5♦ is down 
1 but 5♥ is makeable for NS. Unfortunately, no NS bids to 5♥ so it’s an average score. A few 
tables later, I have a 7 carded ♥ suit (not another pre-empt!) and a very weak hand. I pass, 1♣ 
X 1♦ 3♥ 4♦ 4NT / 5♣ / 5♥. Bob got excited about my 3♥ jump (but I didn’t open) and we 
end up down 1 (I should have blasted them away again with a direct 4♥, not 3). 
 
One table to play and the top two pairs are tied. We need 11 to finish on 0. Sitting EW, we get 
no cards and defend all three boards (including 6♥). Still, we must have done something right 
as we score +8. The top pairs are also EW so the result could be close. Borchardt & 
Tiraboschi (from Gladstone) play a lowly pair (in 6♥) while Dodd & Bagchi play a top pair 
and have to defend 7♥. There is no defence and this board costs them the title. 
 
Our -3 (9th) was not a bad result. We scored well against most top pairs but failed to get the 
necessary results against the lesser ones. Pam & Jenny had one particularly bad table and 
never recovered, finishing with -27 (13) in the Plate. 
 
Gay & Jo won the Consolation – a tidy effort considering Gay was playing with Jo for the 
first time. Ann & Frances and Debbie & Hazel finished just behind the place getters in a good 
result for Arana. 
 
A few quick “goodbye, thank you, see you next year”s and we’re off. The usual chinese meal 
in Gympie (making a reservation for the same time next year) breaks the trip nicely and we 
are home just after 10. What a weekend. The Bundy Club is just as friendly as Arana and their 
congress really is a lot of fun, thoroughly recommended. See you there next year. 
 

Richard McLauchlan 
 


